
ParkTrent Properties Group – Where Trust is a Tradition 

Property buyers and sellers have ben utilising the services of ParkTrent Properties 

Group since 1989. With offices spread across the country this full-service real estate 

company also provides rental property management and is known for its sound 

strategies in matters concerning investment in property. It has an close ties to 

brokering arm, EasyPlan Financial Services, which complements its activities by 

packaging up Australia’s best financial deals for the company’s clients.  

Speaking about the inception of ParkTrent, Ron Cross, Chief Executive Officer and 

founder said, “ParkTrent Properties Group commenced operations over 30 years 

ago and we understood at the time the wonderful opportunities there were, as a 

great disparity existed between property prices in Victoria, Queensland and New 

South Wales. 

“We were able to get some fabulous listings in Queensland and property prices were 

probably at half the levels of prices in New South Wales and Victoria. We sold many 

hundreds of properties over the next five to six years to investors in Queensland and 

they reaped handsome rewards from these early purchases.” 

“The business has grown tremendously since then and now there are some 200 staff 

nationwide and we sell a considerable amount of real estate. Not only are financial 

arrangements made available for buying real estate, we also do property 

management and arrange and assist with fabulous finance packages and structure 

the borrowings to get the best cash flow advantages for our clients.” 

The country-wide presence ParkTrent enjoys came about when the company began 

selling properties in ACT, Perth, Victoria and North Queensland. Research 

conducted by ParkTrent indicated that these areas would show marked increases in 

demand for rental properties. This prompted the company to actively market 

properties to investors.  

Ron Cross is very positive about the property market, “Brisbane is the hot place at 

the moment, not only for investors to buy properties buy also for rental properties. 

We are finding an extraordinary demand.”  In addition to high demand and high 

performing property, ParkTrent’s high reputation with developers allows them to 

provide exclusive deals to their clients. “Currently we have a once in a lifetime and 

very limited offer for our clients. Fortitude Valley in is a sought-after suburb by up-

and-coming professionals who work in the city of Brisbane. The location is especially 

superb and will offer high capital growth and yield. Not only a great value property, 

we also offer a developer exclusive to pay only a $2,000 deposit – the developer 

pays the rest of the 10% deposit – you never have to repay the gift!” 

 “My views on the property market are different from the view of others whom I see 

on the television and in the papers, talking about interest rates driving the market. I 

don’t think it is interest rates driving the market. Sure, it’s a part of the equation, but 

the most important thing driving this market is the demand, and demand is caused 

by our population increasing and it is not necessarily migration, you have to look at 

the babies being born in this country.” 



“There are in excess of 6000 babies being born every week. What most people talk 

about is the ageing population but I think we need to look at what’s happening in this 

country. When a baby is born, within 15 to 20 years they become independent and 

leave the family home and will be looking for rental accommodation. I think the future 

for Australian investment properties is going to be very good for those people who 

are looking for rental income.” 

ParkTrent has a focussed marketing plan and they hold investment conferences 

across the country and in India, Malaysia, China, Vietnam, and New Zealand.  

At these conferences Ron Cross himself, explains the investment opportunities and 

the company is successful in generating large numbers of prospects. Between 25% 

and 30% of the company’s sales are referral based. The company has built up a 

loyal customer base and this has helped it to expand its business over many years. 

 “When a client is interested in buying an investment property we have a look at their 

current financial arrangements, and if what they have in place is the best possible 

thing that they should be doing we don’t change that. If their current arrangements 

are not the best available in the market, we will suggest to them that they change, 

and the reasons why they should change. In most cases, I can tell you, we have 

saved people considerable amounts of money by showing them the benefits of cash 

flow management.”  

“We partner with all the major banks including CBA, Westbank, St. George, NAB and 

ANZ – we have been dealing with them for many years. All these banks have a high 

service level and their products are also similar, but sometimes you can get an extra 

discount for your client because of what they do, how many properties they have, 

and their credit rating.” 

The future of the residential property market in Australia is very bright and Ron Cross 

is sure that investors will gain tremendously, “We hear so much about the property 

bubble and property prices and that this can’t keep going on.  

“One of the things that we really need to think about in this country is that Australia is 

a continent and it’s surrounded by great oceans which will protect us. We have a 

wonderful pollution free environment and a stable government. Our titles on our 

properties are for generations. In many countries throughout the world these 

conditions do not exist. I see the future for residential property investment in this 

country to be magnificent and unique because our population is increasing and there 

are many millions of people who would like to come and live in Australia.” 

“In the next 50 years Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Adelaide and Perth will be 

amongst the largest cities on the planet. If you look at the prices of property in 

London, New York, Tokyo and Paris today we are considerably less expensive. 

Australia remains a firm favourite amongst Chinese property purchasers by virtue of 

the country’s not-too-far distance, its viable economic prospects and for being known 

as the academic hub for local students pursuing higher education.” 

Australia has by far and large, been a favourite choice for Chinese property 

purchasers by virtue of its relatively nearby distance as compared to other countries.  



Ron Cross, as a licenced Migration Agent (9904550), also provides many Chinese 

the stepping stones for migration opportunities in Australia; with assistance with 

acquiring a Tax File Number, setting up bank accounts and assisting with the 

migration journey by acquisition of local assets. 

Coupled by the fact that many students (currently in excess of 880,000) pursue 

higher education in Australia backed by the advantages of its laid-back and easy-

going way of life, its climate, socio-political environment and most of all, a thriving 

robust economy, it is obvious why Australia is a natural choice when it comes to 

investing in its range of properties. 

There is a distinct advantage for offshore investors purchasing properties in Australia 

due to the Capital Gains Tax requirements. What it means is that an onshore 

investor being an Australian resident utilises the taxation incentive programme from 

day one, thus totally utilising the taxation incentives from the first day of purchase 

until the property is sold or disposed of. 

An international buyer (on the other hand) only utilises a quarter of those 

government incentives due to the fact that the only income that the international 

buyer has onshore is the rental income. Therefore, the unused balance of the 

taxation incentive programme can be accumulated and be carried forward forever to 

offset any future Capital Gains Taxes which give it tremendous opportunity and 

advantage for international buyers. There is no restriction as to who they can sell to 

or who they should sell to and they can use the services of Park Trent or any other 

reputable agent in Australia. They can also live in these properties themselves. 

Ron Cross’s final word - “So my advice to anyone out there today is, don’t be put off 

by people saying property is not a good investment. Growth and demand will 

continue because of the uniqueness of the wonderful country that we live in – 

Australia.” 

 

Register to see Ron Cross present at: 

FREE.PARKTRENT.COM.AU 

ParkTrent Property Strategy Session | 7.00pm 

South Hurstville RSL Club,  

72 Connells Point Rd,  

South Hurstville NSW 2221  

 

Visit www.parktrent.com.au to find out where you can see Ron Cross presenting 

valuable property information next and up to date property listings. 

 

http://www.parktrent.com.au/

